
great deal of time looking 

back. If he looked back more 

than he looked forward then 

his rows would have been 

wavy, at angles, and not very 

straight. The same is true 

for driving a car, if we spend 

more time looking at what is 

happening on the sides of 

the roads or looking what is 

behind us in our rear view 

mirrors, then we swerve out 

of our lanes and do not 

maintain a straight direction. 

Thus, Jesusõ words are easy 

to understand, òNo one who 

puts a hand to the plow and 

looks back is fit for service 

in the kingdom of God. ó(Luke 

9:62). As kingdom builders 

we are to be looking for-

ward. We are to be going in 

the direction of Godõs will. If 

we spend more time looking 

back, thinking of the way 

things used to be and not 

allowing change to take 

place, then we lose our fo-

cus on the direction that God 

would have us to go.  

For when our focus is on God 

we are going in the right 

direction, we are moving 

Looking Forward 

62  Jesus replied, 

òNo one who puts 

a hand to the plow 

and looks back is 

fit for service in 

the kingdom of 

God.ó(Luke 9:62) 

I remember as a child and 

into my teenage years that 

my grandfather, Douglas 

Williams, had a big garden 

each year. Each year you 

would find him with his roto-

tiller turning the soil in order 

to be able to plant the seeds 

of those vegetables that he 

wanted in his garden. In 

thinking back I can remember 

that the rows that he tilled 

were pretty straight, and the 

reason they were straight is 

that he must not had spent a 

forward, maintaining a straight 

direction, but when we start to 

look back more than forward, 

then we get off the path that 

God intends for us.  

Our Vision Team had their first 

meeting on Saturday, May 5, to 

begin the process of a dedicat-

ed effort of looking forward, 

and not focusing on what is 

behind us. Yes, we do look back 

from time to time to remember 

valuable lessons, but we have 

to look forward more than we 

lookbackward so as to grow 

the kingdom of God, and go in 

the direction that Jesus would 

have us to go in making disci-

ples of all people. 

Looking Forward Together With 
You, 

Pastor Justin 
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òWhat Has Pastor Williams Been Up To? ò 

 From February 2018-April 2018 Pastor Williams has done: 

 Hospital Visits ð 51 

 In Home Visits- 6 

 Nursing Home Visits ð 5 

 Funerals ð 4 
 District Youth Retreat at Camp Happy Land - 1 

 Bishop Lewis Chat and Chew - 1 
  

 

In addition Pastor Williams meets with the Worship Team on Monday Mornings 

at 12:30, meets with a Clergy Group for Breakfast on Tuesday Mornings, attends the monthly meetings of the Finance Committee and 

Administrative Council, attends the Bi-monthly meetings of the Trustees, and attends the quarterly meetings with the Staff Pastor 

Parish Relations Committee. He also serves as Chair of the District Trustees. 

Pastor Williams is currently working with the Vision Team at Hillcrest to identify the Vision and Direction for Hillcrest.   Pastor Wil-

liams is in his office from 9am-12 pm Monday thru Thursday, and his day off is Friday.  

Building Update 

The building 

project is still 

on-going even 

though there 

has been little 

visible pro-

gress in the last month or two. The delay is not because of any issues with 

our plan or the contractor, in fact she is navigating an issue that has come 

up with the city. When she went to the city to get the zoning permits for the 

addition, the city discovered there was an issue with the easement for the 

storm drain at the back of the church property. The contractor is taking the 

steps necessary to get this resolved and is ready to get back to work as 

soon as it is, hopefully in the very near future. Similarly, the contractor who 

will install the wheelchair lift is also pursuing all necessary permits and 

should begin the installation soon. While we hit a minor snag with the permit-

ting, the issues are being resolved and we are still fully committed to this 

project and expect that things will start moving again soon. 

With your help the  youth were able to collect 412 

boxes of cereal  The boxes of cereal have been 
delivered. The  E.D.G.E. Youth would like to thank 

you for your support and generosity in this mis-

sion for the Treasure House.    

Cereal Box Collection 

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. - Romans 12:18   

Hillcrest Cross Talk 
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Annual Conference 

As many you may know the United Methodist Church is in the midst of deciding how it will move forward when it comes to 

the ordination and marriages of the LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual, Transgender, Queer/Questioning) community.  It is a subject 

that has been greatly debated in the past years and is now coming to the point that a decision has to be made. This will be no easy 

task in a denomination whose 12.5 million-membership stretches from countries where same-gender marriage is legal to countries 

where same-gender activity is a crime. In 2019 there will be a special called session of the General Conference.  The General Con-

ference is the law making body of the United Methodist Church, and only this body can make changes to our current Book of Disci-

pline and Structure of The United Methodist Church. At this conference three plans will be considered: 

The one-church model: Under this plan, each conference would be able to decide whether to ordain LGBTQ individuals as clergy. 
Each pastor would be able to decide whether to perform same-sex weddings or unions. Each local church would be able to 

decide whether to allow same-sex weddings in its sanctuary or receive an openly gay pastor. Those who could not in good 

conscience participate in same-sex weddings or ordination of LGBTQ clergy would not be required to do so. Central confer-

ences ñ church regions in Africa, Europe and the Philippines ñ could maintain their own standards on ordination and mar-

riage. The model would essentially make legal what is already happening in some parts of the connection. 

The multi-branch model: Under this plan, United Methodists would share doctrine, services and one Council of Bishops, while also 

creating different branches. The five U.S. jurisdictions would be replaced by three connectional conferences, each covering 

the whole country, based on theology and perspective on LGBTQ ministry ñ progressive, contextual and traditional branches. 

In this case, contextual means allowing churches flexibility in ministry with LGBTQ people as best fits their mission field. An-
nual conferences would decide with which connectional conference to affiliate. Central conferences would remain as they are 

or could choose to affiliate with one of the three connectional conferences. This model likely would require amendments to 

the denominationõs constitution. 

Maintaining the current Model:  Under this plan the United Methodist Church would maintain the current provisions of the Book 

of Discipline with enhanced accountability.   

 

Each of these models would also provide the option for any United Methodist Church who feels that they can no longer serve within 

the denomination to leave the denomination and make a way for them to keep their property as well.  

 
Please be in prayer for the United Methodist Church, its Bishops, and those who will be voting members of the 2019 Special Called 

Session of the General Conference.   If you would like more information on this matter please visit http://www.umc.org/who-we-
are/commission-on-a-way-forward. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Justin Williams  

 

 

2019 SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CONCERNING LGBTQ INCLUSION 

Pastor Justin Williams, along with Kathleen Holladay and Stephanie Serrett, will be attending  

the 2018 session of the Virginia Annual Conference being held June 15-17 at the Hampton 

Roads Convention Center.  

Hillcrest Cross Talk 
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Face to Face 
The Fredericksburg Emmaus Community is ex-

panding to include a new experience for adults 

60 and over. Many of you know that I am in-

volved with the Emmaus Community. I have 

talked with some of you and you have respond-

ed that you just didnõt think Emmaus was for 

you for various reasons. Some of you have obli-

gations that prevent you from being away from 

home overnight .Others may not be able to 

withstand the physical demands of 12 hr days. 

The Emmaus board has listened to these con-

cerns and has approved the first Face to Face 

encounter for the Fredericksburg area. 

If you are 60 or older and have a desire to have 

a more meaningful walk with the risen Christ, 

this is for you. Face to Face is an Emmaus like 

experience with 14 talks given by clergy and 

laity. The talks are focused on strengthening 

your relationship with God, Jesus Christ and the 

Holy Spirit. The first òEncounteró will be held at 

Fredericksburg UMC on August 14,16,21 & 23 

from 9am-3:30 pm. A $25 registration fee co-

vers lunches and all supplies for the entire four 

sessions. 

Please pray for this new endeavor and seek 

Godõs guidance regarding your attendance. 

If you want more information please contact me 

at 804-994- 1384 or kholladay322@gmail.com 

Kathleen K. Holladay 

UMW/OWLS 
The purpose of the United Methodist Women (UMW) is to know God and to experi-

ence freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, sup-

portive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the 

global ministries of the church. The Our Women Living Spiritually (OWLS) group is 

included in UMW and was created for the ladies whose daytime schedules prevent 

them from attending the UMW monthly meetings. UMW meets at the Church at 10 

am the fourth Wednesday of each month and the OWLS meet at 7 pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month. During these meetings we not only discuss upcoming pro-

jects, but programs covering everything from abused women to the services pro-

vided by the local library are presented. But most importantly, it gives us a 

chance to develop a relationship with our sisters in Christ. All the ladies are en-

couraged to attend one or both of these meetings. UMW has had a productive 

spring. On April 1, we completed our task of providing items to families of Hope 

House who are moving into their own homes. These items included everything 

from a microwave to a sugar bowl. Except for the vacuum cleaner, which was 

bought with funds from the UMW treasury, all of these items were donated by our 

generous women. We also assembled ten Easter baskets for elderly shut-ins in 

our area. This project, which we began last year, allows us to become aware of 

our elderly who seldom leave home except for doctor's appointments and have 

few visitors. It warms the heart to see how their faces light up when they see a 

visitor carrying a gift. 

Add the Hillcrest UMC Shortcut to Your Phone 

iPhone:  

¶ go to safari, 

¶ go to               

www.hillcrestumc.com 

¶ go down to the share icon 

¶  scroll on your bottom bar of 

options 

¶  select add to home screen 

¶  select add at the top right  

¶ You  are done! 

Android:  

¶ go to chrome 

¶ go to 

www.hillcrestumc.com 

¶ click the three dots in upper 

right hand corner 

¶  select add to home screen 

¶  select add  

¶ Add automatically 

¶ You are done! 
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 Our E.D.G.E. Youth Group enjoyed a wonderful weekend retreat in 

Hillcrest Cross Talk 


